
A top legislative 

priority is the 

Conservation Cost-

Share program. This 

program provides 

vital funding to 

agricultural 

producers and urban 

landowners to 

address natural 

resource and 

conservation needs 

on their lands. Funds 

are used to address  

drainage concerns, 

erosion issues, cover 

crops, and other 

conservation practices 

to improve water 

quality and wildlife 

habitat.  
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Inside this issue: 

SENATOR BRUCE ENNIS 
RECEIVED THE 2014 

LEGISLATOR OF THE YEAR 
AWARD FROM THE 

DELAWARE ASSOCIATION 
OF CONSERVATION 

DISTRICTS. HE HAS SERVED 
IN THE DELAWARE 

LEGISLATURE SINCE 1982 
AND IS A STRONG 

SUPPORTER OF 
CONSERVATION AND 
DRAINAGE PROJECTS.  

A retaining wall and drainage 

system stabilized this steep slope 

Backyard drainage system  

Roofed heavy use concrete pad for dairy cow 

feeding area improves water quality in 

pasture—an important aspect of a farmer’s 

nutrient management plan. 

Cover crop planted between Christmas 

trees prevents erosion and suppress weeds 

without chemicals. 

Water from the rear of 

these townhouse units is 

now directed via a swale, a 

protective wall, and 

subsurface drain. 

Senator Bruce Ennis and Robert 

Emerson, Chair of NCCD 

“The nation that destroys its soil, destroys itself.” 

A quote from Franklin Delano Roosevelt 



Filasky’s Produce received 

the Agriculture Award. Their 

farm is a family-owned 

vegetable growing and farm 

market near Middletown in 

the Chesapeake Bay 

watershed. They have 

installed grass filter strips in 

their fields and around 

stream borders and a grassed waterway to manage and control 

water run-off. They follow up-to-date nutrient management 

plans and use techniques to protect beneficial insects and 

pollinators which are important for crop production. The 

University of Delaware received the urban award for their 

current construction of a new dining and residential facility on 

Academy Street in 

Newark. Site 

improvements 

include two types of 

green roofs to 

minimize 

stormwater run-off 

from the site which 

drains to a regional 

stormwater 

management pond.  

The Red Lion Dike, Gambacorta 

Marsh Dike, and the Army Creek Dike 

have been completed. Buttonwood 

Dike and Broad Marsh Dike will be 

completed in July 2014. The District 

administered the projects through 

project funding agreements with 

DNREC.  
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All Five Dike projects nearly completed 

2014 governor’s conservation 

awards  

C O N S E R V A T I O N  N E W S  

Cindi Filasky  with Robert 

Emerson, Chair NCCD 

Alan Brangman, V.P. of 
Facilities, Real Estate, and 

Auxiliary Services with Robert 
Emerson, Chair NCCD 

Gambacorta Marsh Dike Broad Marsh Dike Extension 

Army Creek Dike Buttonwood Dike Red Lion Dike 

Bees are important pollinators 

for the vegetable crops. 

A vegetated buffer strip of sudan 

grass helps control soil erosion 

in the vegetable fields. 

Grass strips between the vegeta-

ble plants helps protect them 

from wind blown soil abrasions. 
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LEGISLATURE FUNDS WATER MANAGEMENT 

PROJECTS THROUGH 21ST CENTURY FUND 

Newark is Beating the bamboo blues  

 

The bamboo removal along the James Hall trail in Newark began in March 2012. The tall bamboo was cut and chopped up into a 

mulch. After each re-growth, the bamboo was sprayed with an herbicide several times through fall when it was mowed a final 

time. More mowing and herbicide treatments took place in 2013. A meadow landscape will be planted in fall 2014.  

Several homeowners in Afton were 

experiencing soggy yards due to 

discharged water from sump pumps. The 

water was also freezing on the road in the 

winter months.  

The solution was to hook up the sump 

pump discharge pipes into a new drainage 

system. This new drainage system was 

installed in the backyard and discharges 

into the road storm water system. 

After completion, the residents wrote: 

“The Afton project is completed and 

the ground is drying out. Your joint 

efforts have provided a beneficial 

service to the neighborhood ... we say 

a most heartfelt thank you to 

Representative Dennis E. Williams and 

the New Castle Conservation District.” 

The District worked 

with the City of 

Wilmington to clean out 

this drainage ditch 

along the railroad tracks 

near “A” Street.  

Vegetation, debris and sediment choked out an 

existing drainage easement between homes in 

Breezewood.  

Because of the flat grade, the ditch was cleaned 

out and lined with riprap. 

Treated area in Karpinski 

Park along White Clay Creek 



2430 Old County Road 
Newark, DE 19702 

 

SPRING FOCUS ON EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH 

Phone: 302-832-3100 ext. 3 
Fax: 302-834-0783 
E-mail: ncastle@newcastleconservationdistrict.org 
Website: www.newcastleconservationdistrict.org 
 
“The New Castle Conservation District is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer” 
 

 
Address Service Requested 

NEW CASTLE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

NCCD BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Robert Emerson  Chair 

J. Christopher Roberts Vice-Chair 

Meghan Lester  Treasurer 

Dan Severson  Secretary 

Richard Morris  Member 

Michael Harris  NCC Executive Designee 

Thomas P. Gordon County Executive 

Eason Li, a third grade student at The 

Independence School, won first place nationally 

in the 2013 conservation poster contest 

sponsored by the National Association of 

Conservation Districts.  Eason, with his parents, 

accepted the $100 award from Robert Emerson, 

Chair of the New Castle Conservation District. 

During the Earth Day event at DelTech, 

students at the Stanton campus visited 

the District display to answer questions.  

Laurie Gandy from USDA-NRCS asks an 

environmental question during Ag Day 

at the University of Delaware. 

Attendees at the Christina School Dis-

trict STEM Expo learned about the DE 

Envirothon and the importance of soil. 
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The District held a lunch for Kathy 

Klein and Dariel Rakestraw in early 

April. Dariel retired from the 

Board after 37 years and Kathy 

resigned from the Board this 

spring. Best wishes to both as they 

pursue other endeavors. 

Printed on recycled paper 

2014 poster 

contest theme 

The 2015 

theme is 

“Local Heroes: 

Your 

Hardworking 

Pollinators”  


